
 

 

                           Minutes of the Billingford Parish Council meeting held on 

Tuesday 26
th

 July 2016 at 7.30 p.m. at Billingford Village Hall 

 

Present:-      Cllr Arthur Lake (Chairman), Cllr Andrew Skinn, Cllr Stephanie Harris, 

                             Cllr Melvyn Baldwin and Cllr Mary Reeve                            

 

Other Members Present:-   14 members of the Public and County Cllr Gordon Bambridge  

 

Matters raised under time allocated to the Public 

Susan Bulbrook read out a statement she had prepared, which detailed problems she had been 

having regarding unwelcomed and unpleasant comments which had been made to her by a 

resident.  In her statement she mentioned an email that had been sent to her by a resident and 

the subject of the email was regarding two other residents.  She wondered if the Parish 

Council had had conversations with the Billingford Lakes applicant, Bridget Hall.  The 

Chairman informed her that he did not think any conversations had taken place.  The 

Chairman informed the people present that he had been requested by Mr Keith Owen to 

forward to him the minutes of April 2015 meeting.  The minutes state that Mr M Davies 

offered an apology.  Mr Owen had sent an email to Mr Lake and he read out the email. 

 

There was some discussion regarding the increase in the precept this year and Cllr Bambridge 

explained to those present the reason for this.  They had made an increase of £5 on band D 

properties.  There was a need to increase the precept because Breckland’s finances needed to 

be protected until 2019.  Breckland Council still has the lowest council tax in the county. 

 

Mr William Reeve wanted to know why Breckland had allowed advertising on a website that 

stated camping and fishing was available when the website is de-funked.  The Clerk had 

taken the matter up with the Enforcement Officer, as she was asked to do, and when the 

Officer visited the area he did not see anything wrong and the offending words had been 

removed. 

 

There was discussion regarding the Billingford Lakes application and criticism was made 

regarding the notes recorded, as the Clerk did not mention all the names of who said what and 

give full detail of comments made.  She explained that as the period allocated should not go 

beyond half an hour unless absolutely necessary, recording everyone’s name and absolutely 

everything that was said, would turn the minutes into several pages and this was not a 

practice she intended to embark upon.  Mr Reeve suggested that a recording machine be 

purchased so that an accurate recording of the meeting be made but the Parish Council did 

not make a decision to purchase one,   

 

Cllr Skinn was asked if he was a Trustee of the Fuel Allotment Charity and there was some 

discussion regarding the circulating of the monies. The resident was informed that all 

decisions made by the Trustees are agreed by unanimous votes. 

 

Speeding in the village was discussed and Cllr Bambridge suggested that the residents 

concerned about speeding vehicles attend the local SNAG meeting tomorrow night at 

Breckland offices where they can raise the issue with the Police. 

 

 



 

 

1. Welcome and to consider accepting apologies for absence 

The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting. Apologies for absence were received 

Cllr Mike Roythorne as he is still unwell and these were accepted. 

 

Cllr Janice Tortice had resigned from the Parish Council as she recently married and has 

moved from the area.  The Clerk had informed Breckland Council and had organised the 

necessary paperwork for recruiting a new Parish Councillor.  The notice she had already 

received will be displayed on the notice board.  

  

2. To declare any Interests re items on the agenda 

 There were no Interests declared. 

 

3. To confirm minutes of the meeting held on May 24
th

 and June 21
st
  

The minutes had been circulated.  Cllr Skinn proposed that the minutes of May 24
th

 be 

accepted as an accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Harris and carried, so the 

Chairman signed them as a true copy.  It was decided to postpone the adopting of the 21
st
 

June minutes until the next meeting.  The reason for this was because some of the residents 

that had been present at that meeting did not feel enough information had been minutes under 

the Public Participation period and wished for the minutes to be amended to include more 

information. 

 

4. To discuss any matters from the minutes of May (not on the agenda) 

There were no matters arising. 

 

5. To discuss Correspondence 

Two letters from the Environment Agency had been received and they had detailed work they 

intend to carry out. 

The Chairman had received a letter asking him who owns the Coal House at the top of Holl 

Lane.  If ownership could be proved, then it could be claimed back.  Cllr Skinn offered to 

take on this query and try to find out some information regarding ownership. 

6. To discuss any Planning Issues 

The Billingford Lakes application for a Visitor’s Centre is still on-going.  Cllr Skinn reported 

that residents had spoken to him about the idea and stated that they support the application.  

No decisions had as yet been made regarding the application.   

 

7. To discuss Highways Matters  

There seems to be a problem with Highways and the cutting of grass verges.  Some hedges 

have been cut but they have not cut the hedges up Holl Lane for some reason.  Highways will 

be asked if they can get them cut, when they are next working in the Parish.  

  

8. To authorize financial payments  

The Parish Council agreed to pay the necessary financial payments:- 

T D Gardens Churchyard cutting, playing field strimming April & May  £175.00 

T D Gardens June grass cutting  £75.00      T D Gardens July grass cutting  £75.00 

G Hubbard expenses June-July  £44.06       G Hubbard net salary June – July £282.82 

 



 

 

 

 

G Hubbard  overpayment of tax £365.45     HMRC tax June – July  £70.60 

HMRC paid into the Parish Council bank account £365.45 but the money should have been 

refunded to Mrs Hubbard. 

 

9. To discuss progress with the website 

The minutes are being put on the website but the accounts are not on there.  The accounts will 

be sent to NALC and a request made that they be put on. 

 

10. To receive items for the next agenda 

Speeding and traffic in the village 

To adopt the minutes of June 21
st
 meeting. 

11. To confirm date and time of next meeting 

The date of the next Parish Council meeting is set for Tuesday 18
th

 October 2016 at 7.30 p.m.   

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending.   There being no other business to discuss, the 

Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.   

 

 

 

 

 

…………………………………………………………..     ……………………………. 

Chairman                                                                                    Date 

 

 

 

 

 

.........................................................................................      ............................................. 

Clerk                                                                                           Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


