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Norfolk and Waveney on track to offer a vaccination to top 

four priority groups most vulnerable to COVID-19 
 

Norfolk and Waveney is on track to offer a vaccination to priority groups most 

vulnerable to coronavirus (COVID-19) and to vaccinate all those that come forward 

for their first dose by next week.  

 

The news comes as it was revealed that 94% of over 80s in Norfolk and Waveney 

have received their first dose, 97% of 75-79 year olds and 73% of 70-74 year olds.  

 

Data published today by NHS England and NHS Improvement also shows that 

249,378 people (29% of total population aged over 16) have received a first dose, 

ranking Norfolk and Waveney third out of 42 health systems in England.  The total 

number of first doses given in the last week up to Sunday, 7 February, is 61,045. 

 

Health leaders are confident the area will meet the national target of offering a 

vaccination to the most vulnerable people and vaccinating all those that come 

forward by 15 February. The top four cohorts include all over 70s, extremely clinically 

vulnerable people and care home residents and patients.  

 

Melanie Craig, Chief Executive of NHS Norfolk and Waveney Clinical 

Commissioning Group (CCG), said she was pleased with how the historic 

vaccination programme is going. 

 

“The COVID-19 vaccine programme is going well across Norfolk and Waveney and 

we are on track to offer a vaccination to the four groups most vulnerable to 

coronavirus and to vaccinate all those that come forward with their first dose of the 

vaccine by mid-February. 

 

"The programme continues to evolve with additional vaccine sites planned to open in 

the coming weeks and months as the vaccine becomes available to more people 

across Norfolk and Waveney". 

 

She added: “Our NHS staff and volunteers have been working tirelessly to vaccinate 

those who are most at risk and this week, with the heavy snowfall, our communities 

have rallied together to support our efforts to tackle this disease.  

 

“It has been a real team effort to keep our vaccination sites open. We would like to 

thank all those involved and, of course, local patients, many of whom have attended 

their appointments this week in very cold and difficult conditions.” 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-vaccinations/
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Last week, the Government announced new advice for over 70s who had not yet 

been vaccinated. People who are aged 70 or over, or are in the clinically extremely 

vulnerable category and have not yet been offered a first dose of the vaccine, can 

now contact the NHS to get it.  

 

You can do this by booking an appointment online at nhs.uk/covidvaccination or by 

calling 119. If you are aged 80 or over, you can contact your GP practice directly to 

arrange your first vaccine. 

 

If you are not aged 70 or over, or clinically extremely vulnerable you should continue 

to wait to be contacted. When it is your turn to be vaccinated, and if you are 

registered with a GP in Norfolk and Waveney, you will be contacted directly from 

your practice or an NHS representative. 

 

The first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine should give you good protection from 

coronavirus. But you need to have the two doses of the vaccine to give you longer 

lasting protection. 

 

Norfolk and Waveney is expecting planned deliveries of vaccines for second doses 

and is urging people to keep their allocated appointments unless there is a clinical 

reason not to so. This will help to ensure the process runs as smoothly as possible 

and patients get this added protection. 

 

There is a chance you might still get or spread coronavirus even if you have the 

vaccine so it’s important to continue to follow social distancing guidance and, if you 

can, wear something that covers your nose and mouth in places where it's hard to 

stay away from other people. 

 

The infection rate continues to fall in Norfolk and Waveney with rates of 203 and 132 

respectively for every 100,000 residents in the last recorded 7-day period.   

 

ENDS 

 

Notes to Editors: 

 

Some patients have not received the first dose of the vaccine this will be because:  

 

• The patient is housebound – we have a number of roving teams in place across 

Norfolk & Waveney and as the Oxford/Astra Zeneca vaccine is easier to 

transport, this will help ensure we can vaccinate these patients who cannot get to 

a local vaccination site. We hope to vaccinate these people by 15 February.  

• The patient may have had the COVID-19 virus in the past 28 days – if this is the 

case, a vaccine will be offered as soon as possible and contact will be made by 

the patient’s GP practice. 



• Some patients are unable to have the current vaccines available due to pre-

existing health conditions or prescribed ongoing medication.  

• Some patients have been contacted but haven’t responded to the invitation; if this 

you, please book an appointment with the practice that contacted you as soon as 

possible or call the national booking system (details in the letter sent) if you have 

received an invitation to one of the large scale vaccination sites. 

• In a very small number of cases, some patients had booked their appointment but 

not turned up for their vaccination – we encourage everyone to keep both of their 

vaccination appointments and if they can’t, please contact their GP practice or 

national booking centre, depending on how the appointment was made. 

• Personal / patient choice. The vaccine is only given with consent.  

 

COVID-19 vaccination programme 

• There are currently 31 vaccination sites across Norfolk and Waveney: They 

comprise of five ‘hospital hubs’ (including NSFT and NCH&C who are now 

vaccinating staff), 21 PCN sites, four large vaccination centres, and one 

pharmacy. 

• We are still awaiting confirmation of when other large centres will open, but we 

expect they will go live from February in a phased approach. New sites will be 

announced by the NHS just before they go live. 

• We continue to work with NHSE/I and local pharmacies to increase the number of 

pharmacies involved.  

• More information can be found here: 

https://www.norfolkandwaveneyccg.nhs.uk/covid-19-vaccination-programme     

• It’s really important to attend the appointment you’re offered if you can, but 

anyone who may have difficulty attending a vaccination appointment should 

discuss that with their GP practice or hospital when they are contacted to arrange 

an appointment time. Support from various community transport services is 

available to people depending upon eligibility. 

• Everyone should continue to follow all the guidance to control the virus and save 

lives – that means staying at home as much as possible and following the ‘hands, 

face, space’ guidance if you have to go out. 

 

 

For further information or enquiries please: 

Email: nwccg.communications@nhs.net 

Phone: 07867 136669 
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